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Tim Keller Church Planting Manual Tim Keller Church Planting Manual Embarking on the
journey of church planting is both a challenging and rewarding endeavor. For many
pastors, church leaders, and church planters, the guidance and principles outlined in the
Tim Keller Church Planting Manual serve as an invaluable resource. Known for his
strategic approach rooted in biblical principles and urban ministry experience, Tim Keller
provides a comprehensive framework to help new churches thrive in diverse
environments. This manual not only offers practical steps but also emphasizes the
spiritual and cultural nuances essential for planting healthy, sustainable churches. ---
Overview of the Tim Keller Church Planting Philosophy Tim Keller’'s approach to church
planting is deeply rooted in the gospel and focused on contextualization—adapting to
the specific cultural, social, and spiritual landscape of a community. His philosophy
emphasizes that successful church planting involves more than simply replicating
models; it requires understanding the unique needs of the local population and
developing a mission-driven strategy. Core Principles Gospel-Centeredness: The
church’s mission is rooted in proclaiming the gospel and making disciples.
Contextualization: Adapting methods to fit the community’s cultural context without
compromising gospel integrity. Strategic Planning: Clear vision, goals, and measurable
outcomes guide the planting process. Leadership Development: Investing in local
leaders to ensure sustainability and growth. Community Engagement: Building authentic
relationships and service opportunities within the neighborhood. --- Step-by-Step Guide
from the Manual Tim Keller's manual offers a structured approach to planting a church,
emphasizing preparation, execution, and ongoing development. 1. Prayer and Vision
Casting Before any practical steps, prayer is fundamental. Seek God’s guidance and
clarity on the 2 vision for the new church plant. Identify the spiritual needs of the target
community.1. Develop a clear, compelling vision statement aligned with gospel
priorities.2. Gather a core team committed to prayer, mission, and community outreach.3.
2. Conducting Community Analysis Understanding the community is crucial for
contextualization. Research demographic data, cultural background, and spiritual
landscape. Identify existing churches, community organizations, and potential partners.
Assess needs, barriers, and opportunities for ministry. 3. Building a Core Team A strong,
committed team is essential for planting and sustaining the church. Recruit individuals
who share the vision and possess diverse gifts.1. Provide training in evangelism,
discipleship, and leadership.2. Establish shared values and expectations.3. 4. Developing
a Launch Strategy This phase involves practical planning for the initial launch. Create a
marketing and outreach plan tailored to the community. Plan launch events, worship
gatherings, and community service projects. Set measurable goals for attendance,
conversions, and discipleship. 5. Launching the Church Execute the plan with flexibility
and prayer. Host launch events that attract and engage community members.1. Focus on
authentic relationships and gospel proclamation.2. Follow up diligently with visitors and
new believers.3. 6. Discipleship and Growth Post-launch, focus shifts to discipleship and
community building. Establish small groups and Bible studies. Invest in leadership
development within the congregation. Maintain consistent outreach and service to the
community. 3 7. Evaluating and Adjusting Regular assessment ensures the church
remains healthy and mission-focused. Review attendance, spiritual growth, and
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community impact data.1. Solicit feedback from members and community partners.2.
Adjust strategies and programs accordingly.3. --- Key Strategies for Effective Church
Planting According to Tim Keller Tim Keller's manual emphasizes several strategies that
increase the likelihood of success. Urban and Cultural Relevance Keller advocates for
understanding the cultural context deeply and tailoring communication styles, worship
formats, and outreach methods accordingly. Focus on the Gospel Ensuring that every
aspect of the church—from preaching to community service—centers on the gospel
message. Leadership Development Identifying and empowering leaders within the
community and congregation to foster ownership and sustainability. Strategic
Partnerships Collaborating with existing churches, nonprofits, and community
organizations enhances resources and influence. Innovation and Flexibility Being open
to new methods of outreach, technology, and worship styles to adapt to community
needs. --- Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them While the manual offers
comprehensive guidance, church planting inevitably involves hurdles. Keller’s principles
help address these challenges proactively. 4 Financial Sustainability Develop a clear
budget plan. Encourage giving and generosity early on. Seek grants or donations from
supporting organizations. Community Acceptance Build authentic relationships. Engage
in service and outreach efforts. Communicate the church’s relevance and gospel focus
clearly. Leadership Burnout Implement shared leadership models. Prioritize prayer and
spiritual health. Provide ongoing training and mentorship. --- Conclusion: The Impact of
Following the Manual The Tim Keller Church Planting Manual remains a vital resource
for pioneering churches that aim to make a lasting impact. Its emphasis on gospel-
centeredness, cultural relevance, strategic planning, and leadership development equips
church planters to navigate the complexities of starting new churches. When faithfully
applied, Keller's principles can foster vibrant, scalable, and sustainable churches that
serve as beacons of hope and spiritual renewal in their communities. By adhering to this
manual’s guidance, church planters can build movements that not only grow numerically
but also deepen in spiritual maturity and cultural engagement. Ultimately, the goal
remains to see communities transformed by the gospel through faithful, strategic, and
culturally sensitive church planting efforts inspired by Tim Keller's proven methods.
QuestionAnswer What are the key principles outlined in Tim Keller's church planting
manual? Tim Keller's manual emphasizes principles such as contextualization, gospel-
centeredness, leadership development, community engagement, and sustainable growth
strategies for effective church planting. How does Tim Keller suggest new church
planters identify their target community? Keller recommends conducting thorough
demographic research, engaging with local leaders, and understanding the spiritual and
cultural needs of the community to effectively tailor the church's mission and outreach
efforts. 5 What role does theological training play in Keller’'s church planting approach?
Keller stresses the importance of solid theological training to ensure that church
planters are rooted in biblical doctrine, which helps in faithful preaching, teaching, and
leadership within new church communities. According to Keller's manual, what are
common challenges faced during church planting, and how can they be addressed?
Common challenges include resource limitations, community resistance, and leadership
burnout. Keller advises strategic planning, strong mentorship, community involvement,
and prayer as ways to overcome these hurdles. How does Tim Keller recommend
integrating cultural relevance with gospel fidelity in church planting? Keller advocates for
contextualization that respects local culture while maintaining the integrity of the gospel
message, ensuring the church is both culturally engaging and doctrinally sound. What
strategies does Keller suggest for sustainable church growth after initial planting? He
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recommends focusing on leadership development, discipleship, small group
multiplication, and ongoing community engagement to foster organic and sustainable
growth. Is Tim Keller's church planting manual suitable for new church planters outside
of urban contexts? While primarily focused on urban and suburban contexts, Keller’s
principles of gospel centrality, leadership, and contextualization can be adapted for
church planting in various settings, including rural areas. Tim Keller Church Planting
Manual: An In-Depth Analysis of a Transformative Resource In the landscape of modern
church planting, few resources have garnered as much attention and respect as Tim
Keller's Church Planting Manual. As a foundational guide rooted in Keller's extensive
experience in urban ministry and church revitalization, the manual offers a strategic,
biblically grounded approach aimed at equipping church planters to establish vibrant,
sustainable churches. This article aims to provide a comprehensive, analytical review of
Keller's manual, exploring its core principles, practical strategies, and its influence on
contemporary church planting efforts. --- Introduction to Tim Keller's Church Planting
Philosophy Background and Context Tim Keller, a renowned pastor and theologian, has
long been recognized for his work in urban ministry and gospel-centered church
planting. His approach emphasizes cultural engagement, theological depth, and strategic
planning. The manual distills these principles into a practical guide designed to help
church planters navigate the complex process of establishing a new faith community.
Keller’'s philosophy is deeply rooted in the idea that effective church planting is both a
spiritual calling and a strategic enterprise. He advocates for a methodical process that
balances theological fidelity with cultural relevance, ensuring that new churches are
equipped to reach their communities Tim Keller Church Planting Manual 6 effectively.
Core Objectives of the Manual The manual aims to: - Provide a systematic framework for
starting a church from scratch. - Equip church planters with practical tools for community
engagement. - Emphasize the importance of gospel-centered preaching and
discipleship. - Offer guidance on leadership development, funding, and sustainability. -
Foster a mindset of adaptability and cultural sensitivity. --- Foundational Principles of
Keller's Church Planting Model Gospel-Centeredness At the heart of Keller’'s approach is
the conviction that the gospel must be central to every aspect of church planting. The
manual underscores that a church’s identity, message, and outreach strategies should all
flow from the gospel’s transformative power. This principle ensures that new churches
are rooted in biblical truth and committed to authentic evangelism. Contextualization
and Cultural Engagement Keller emphasizes the importance of understanding the
cultural context in which a church is planted. Recognizing that urban, suburban, and rural
environments each present unique challenges and opportunities, the manual advocates
for tailored approaches rather than one-size-fits-all strategies. This involves: -
Conducting thorough community assessments. - Building relationships with local
leaders. - Adapting communication methods to resonate with the target demographic.
Strategic Planning and Phasing Rather than rushing into launch, Keller advocates for a
phased approach that emphasizes preparation, testing, and refinement. The manual
details stages such as: 1. Research and Vision Casting: Understanding the community’s
spiritual and social landscape. 2. Core Team Formation: Gathering committed individuals
who share the vision. 3. Pilot and Testing: Small gatherings to evaluate methods and
adapt strategies. 4. Launch and Growth: Official public launch followed by intentional
growth strategies. This phased approach minimizes risks and enhances long-term
sustainability. --- The Structure of Keller's Church Planting Manual Tim Keller Church
Planting Manual 7 Part 1: Preparing for Launch This section covers foundational
elements necessary before planting a church, including: - Identifying a Target
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Community: Conducting demographic research and community needs assessments. -
Developing a Clear Vision and Mission: Clarifying the church’s purpose and distinctive
identity. - Forming a Core Team: Selecting individuals committed to the vision and
capable of leadership. - Securing Funding and Resources: Planning financial
sustainability through donations, grants, or partnerships. - Training and Equipping
Leaders: Providing theological and practical training for future leaders. Part 2: The
Launch Phase Keller explores practical steps for launching the church, such as: -
Creating a Launch Strategy: Marketing, outreach, and community engagement. -
Preaching and Worship Planning: Ensuring services are biblically grounded and culturally
relevant. - Building Relationships: Engaging with local organizations, businesses, and
community influencers. - Initial Evangelism and Outreach: Using targeted events, social
media, and personal relationships to attract attendees. Part 3: Post-Launch Growth and
Maturity Once the church is established, the manual guides church planters through: -
Discipleship Programs: Small groups and mentorship to foster spiritual growth. -
Leadership Development: Identifying and empowering emerging leaders. - Sustainable
Practices: Budgeting, governance, and long-term planning. - Reaching New Segments:
Expanding outreach to diverse populations within the community. --- Practical Strategies
and Tools in Keller's Manual Community Assessment and Engagement Keller
emphasizes that understanding the community is crucial. His manual provides tools such
as surveys, interviews, and demographic data analysis to help planters gather actionable
insights. The goal is to identify unchurched populations, cultural barriers, and social
needs that the church can address. Developing a Gospel-Centered Message A recurring
theme is the necessity of clarity in communication. The manual advocates for sermons
and outreach messages that are rooted in Scripture, accessible, and culturally relevant.
This involves: - Using language that resonates with the target audience. - Addressing
current social issues through a biblical lens. - Demonstrating how the gospel speaks into
everyday life. Tim Keller Church Planting Manual 8 Building a Healthy Leadership Team
Keller underscores that strong leadership is vital for sustainability. The manual offers
guidance on selecting and developing leaders, including: - Identifying potential leaders
within the core team. - Providing ongoing training and mentorship. - Encouraging a
culture of accountability and servant leadership. Funding and Financial Stewardship
Financial planning is another critical element. Keller advocates for transparent
stewardship, sustainable fundraising, and cultivating a giving culture. Practical tools
include: - Creating detailed budgets. - Developing donor relationships. - Encouraging
generosity as part of discipleship. Measuring Success and Adjusting Strategies The
manual stresses the importance of regular evaluation. Using metrics such as attendance,
spiritual growth indicators, and community impact helps planters assess progress and
adapt strategies accordingly. --- Critical Analysis of Keller’'s Church Planting Manual
Strengths - Biblical and Theological Depth: Keller's emphasis on gospel centrality
provides a solid foundation for sustainable ministry. - Strategic and Practical: The
phased approach and detailed tools make the manual accessible for new and
experienced planters alike. - Cultural Relevance: The manual’s focus on contextualization
helps churches connect authentically with their communities. - Leadership Development
Focus: Recognizing that healthy churches are led by healthy leaders, Keller offers
valuable guidance on cultivating leadership. Limitations and Challenges - Urban-Centric
Bias: Keller’'s background in urban ministry may make some strategies less applicable to
rural or suburban contexts. - Resource Intensive: Implementing comprehensive
assessments and training programs requires significant time and financial investment,
which may be challenging for smaller groups. - Cultural and Denominational Variability:

4 Tim Keller Church Planting Manual



Tim Keller Church Planting Manual

The manual’s strategies are rooted in a specific theological tradition, which may require
adaptation for different denominations or cultural settings. Tim Keller Church Planting
Manual 9 Impact and Reception Keller's manual has been widely adopted by church
planting networks and training programs around the world. Its influence extends beyond
its immediate audience, inspiring a strategic, gospel-centered approach to church
planting that emphasizes both theological integrity and cultural engagement. Critics,
however, call for greater emphasis on local contexts and diverse ministry models. ---
Conclusion: The Legacy and Relevance of Keller's Church Planting Manual Tim Keller’s
Church Planting Manual stands as a comprehensive resource that synthesizes
theological depth, strategic planning, and cultural sensitivity. Its emphasis on gospel
centrality, community engagement, and leadership development makes it a valuable tool
for church planters seeking to establish enduring faith communities. While it may carry
certain biases towards urban ministry and resource-intensive practices, its core
principles remain relevant across various contexts. As church planting continues to
evolve in a rapidly changing cultural landscape, Keller's manual provides a sturdy
foundation rooted in biblical truth and strategic innovation. Its influence encourages a
new generation of church planters to pursue Gospel-centered missions with clarity,
compassion, and cultural awareness. In sum, Tim Keller's church planting manual is not
merely a how-to guide but a philosophical blueprint that challenges church planters to
prioritize the gospel, serve their communities authentically, and develop resilient, Christ-
centered churches for generations to come. Tim Keller, church planting, church planting
manual, Keller church planting, urban church planting, church growth strategies, church
leadership, church planting resources, gospel- centered church, church multiplication
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Payne Robert W. Pirtle Ken L. Davis

the four gospels matthew mark luke and john present jesus christ god himself breaking
into human history the story of jesus and the early church should not end jesus christ
laid the foundation for the church through his life death and resurrection as recorded in
the four gospels the followers of jesus christ then continued his work by spreading the
gospel through preaching and teaching and the planting of new churches to continue the
work begun by christ and his disciples new church planting should be at the top of our
list of priorities as it was in theirs from the prologue

this book is a practical step by step guide for church planters and their coaches it covers
everything they need to know to start healthy growing churches that are biblically faithful
and yet culturally relevant while addressing the who why and where of planting new
congregations this comprehensive manual focuses primarily on the how tos the authors
use a five stage life cycle conception pre natal development birth infancy adolescent
growth and adult reproduction to flesh out the entire process of starting and growing a
new church under each of these stages a host of essential ministry and planning tasks is
addressed so the planter can keep his baby church on course and can have the joy of
watching the new church grow to maturity and eventually reproduce itself

the great commission provides more than a weekly activity of soulwinning or visitation it
reflects the very heartbeat of god it is more than a directive for local church outreach
programs it is god s plan for the establishment of local churches around the world god s
passion is a church planting manual that will both challenge and equip you to align your
heart with god s this book includes teaching on the biblical model of church planting as
well as several chapters of intensely practical resources for both the sending church and
the church planter these chapters will encourage you to make christ s last command
your highest priority and to invest your life as a supporting church member a sending
pastor or a church planter into the passion of god

this interactive manual provides training for the leaders of new and prospective church
plants it is designed for use in groups church planting is topical and is recommended by
the main denominations

this book is a practical step by step guide for church planters and their coaches it covers
everything they need to know to start healthy growing churches that are biblically faithful
and yet culturally relevant while addressing the who why and where of planting new
congregations this comprehensive manual focuses primarily on the how tos the authors
use a five stage life cycle conception pre natal development birth infancy adolescent
growth and adult reproduction to flesh out the entire process of starting and growing a
new church under each of these stages a host of essential ministry and planning tasks is
addressed so the planter can keep his baby church on course and can have the joy of
watching the new church grow to maturity and eventually reproduce itself

church planting from the ground up is a visionary guide for the critical task of new
church multiplication share in the wisdom of these field tested veterans as you gain
insight from their stories practical ideas and real world experiences book jacket

j d payne explores the biblical historical and missiological principles of global church
planting and suggests ways that readers can apply international church planting
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practices to their own contexts

church planting is one of the most challenging yet rewarding adventures you can embark
on often zealous planters and their teams launch their new church prematurely without
taking time to lay a firm foundation for long term fruitful ministry failure to do so often
results in a weakened new church or even the new church closing after a few years
rather than focusing on methodology the how to s of church planting this book gives
attention to six foundational concerns wise planters will need to nail down before they
ever plant biblical foundations theological foundations ecclesiological foundations
missiological foundations spiritual foundations practical foundations although helpful for
a wide range of planting leaders this book is particularly written for four specific groups
those who feel called to plant and are making preparations their planting teammates
and launch leaders those exploring church planting those who coach and train church
planters foundations for fruitful church planting serves as a comprehensive resource that
will guide you to think strategically plan carefully and prepare thoroughly to birth a
healthy growing and reproducing congregation each chapter includes recommended
resources discussion questions and follow through exercises
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire
libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources
for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of
knowledge and
entertainment without the
cost. But what makes these
sites so valuable, and
where can you find the best
ones? Let's dive into the
world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free
Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast
array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the go,
or halfway around the
world, you can access your
favorite titles anytime,
anywhere, provided you
have an internet

connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free
ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality
and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature
in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have
a webpage for every book
ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users
to search and preview
millions of books from
libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all
books are available for free,
many are.
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ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers
books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in
free textbooks and
business books, making it
an excellent resource for
students and professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely
is crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and
publishers but can also
pose security risks.

Ensuring Device
Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to protect
against malware that can
be hidden in downloaded
files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.

Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book
and that you're not violating
copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook
Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project
Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous
academic resources,
including textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,
free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational
materials for different
grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook
sites ensures there's
something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers,

the fiction section is
brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help

books, historical texts, and
more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce
the financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can
find a plethora of children's
books, from picture books
to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features
of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come
with features that enhance
accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer
audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer
listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size
to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier
for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech

Tim Keller Church Planting Manual



Tim Keller Church Planting Manual

Capabilities

Text-to-speech features
can convert written text
into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider these
tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers
a comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync your
library across multiple
devices, so you can pick up
right where you left off, no
matter which device you're
using.

Challenges and
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Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and
Availability of Titles

Not all books are available
for free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy
can be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between
devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with
poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as
technology continues to
advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will likely make
accessing and reading
ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help
more people benefit from
free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized,
free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial
burden. They are invaluable
resources for readers of all
ages and interests,
providing educational
materials, entertainment,
and accessibility features.
So why not explore these
sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge they
offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically
offer books that are in the
public domain or have the
rights to distribute them.
How do I know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-
known and reputable sites
like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and
ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can I
download ebooks to any

Tim Keller Church Planting Manual



Tim Keller Church Planting Manual

device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making
them compatible with
various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free
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ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who
prefer listening to their
books. How can I support

authors if I use free ebook
sites? You can support
authors by purchasing their
books when possible,
leaving reviews, and
sharing their work with
others.
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